
 

FY 2020 Borough Budget Consultations 

Manhattan - Department of Environmental Protection 

Meeting Date 9/20/2018 

AGENDA ITEM 1 : General Agency Funding Discussion 

The purpose of holding the Borough Budget Consultations is to provide Community Boards with important 
information to assist in drafting their statement of District Needs and Budget Priorities for the upcoming fiscal year. 
As you know, Community Board Members are volunteers who may not be familiar with the budget process and how 
agencies’ programs are funded. At the same time, Community Board members are very knowledgeable about local 
service needs. 
 
This year’s Manhattan agendas have three sections: 
I.  Agencies begin the consultation with a presentation of their goals, funding decision process, and highlights of their 
funding needs.  
 
II. Then, the agenda continues with Community Boards asking about specific program funding. 
 
III. Lastly, the agendas include Boards’ requests on district-specific budget questions. We request that the agency 
respond in writing, but have any further discussions on these items with the Community Boards outside of the 
consultation.  
For the first section, please present on the four topics below for 10-15 minutes at the beginning of our Consultation.  
Also, please provide written responses or even a PowerPoint presentation that we can use to fully and accurately 
educate our Board Members. 
1. What are your priorities and operational goals for FY19 and projected priorities and operational goals for FY20? 
 
2. What are the current proposed FY19 and FY20 service and operational goals and proposed funding? 
 
3. Which programs is the agency adding, dropping, or changing for FY19 and projected for FY20? 
 
4. What are your benchmarks for new and existing programs and what are your benchmarks/key performance 
indicators for measuring success? 

 

AGENCY RESPONSE: 

DEP has overall responsibility for the City’s water supply and sewer systems, including providing drinking water to all 
New Yorkers, maintaining pressure to fire hydrants, managing storm water, and treating wastewater. In addition, 
DEP also regulates air quality, hazardous waste, and critical quality of life issues, including noise. The Water Board is 
an independent body whose fiduciary mandate is to set rates that will satisfy System revenue requirements for 
operations & maintenance (O&M) expenses, servicing debt obligations, and achieving fiscally prudent year-end cash 
reserves DEP suggests a rate and the Water Board approves it. In all our decisions we weigh the impact of the 
systems needs to our ratepayers and we work to continuously improve and maintain our status as one of the most 
efficient water utilities in the nation. 
 
A copy of our agency Strategic Plan can be found at:  
https://www1.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/about_dep/dep_strategic_plan.shtml 
 
Operation goals can be found in the Mayor's Management Report, 
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/operations/performance/mmr.page. 
 
Our priorities continue to be the management of our drinking water and stormwater collection system, our 
wastewater treatment facilities and the continued improvement of the quality of water bodies surrounding New York 



City, protection of our watershed lands serving the Catskill/Delaware and Croton water supplies, and our very 
important mission to remain responsive to complaints about air and noise violations and asbestos abatement. 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

Humberto (DEP): $11.4 billion for the capital improvement plan. $1.2 billion contracted for watershed protection 
program and stormwater collection system. $85 million to keep water assets safe and in repair. $19.6 million to 
replace sewers. $1.6 billion to construct new sewers. 
 
Humberto (DEP): It's important to protect water at its source. DEP has preserved acres of land and maintained 
watersheds. 
 
See updated agenda document provided by DEP. 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3 : After-Hours Construction Complaints 

.Historically, there have not been enough inspectors to respond to after-hours construction complaints, late-night 
commercial noise complaints, and weekend special events. Last year, DEP reported the following inspector staffing 
levels: Daytime Unit: 12 (including supervisors); Early Morning Construction Unit: 6 inspectors, 1 supervisor; Night 
Unit: 12 (including supervisors); Late Night Unit: 4 inspectors, 1 supervisor. How have these staffing levels improved? 
Please provide the current staffing levels. What is the anticipated growth in staffing levels for FY2020. How is DEP 
assessing the performance of its inspectors? Are there any weekend Air & Noise inspection units? If so, how many of 
the weekend units are assigned to parks? 

 

AGENCY RESPONSE: 

DEP's Bureau of Environmental Compliance (BEC) was approved for 9 additional inspector positions. Hiring will occur 
this FY and will allow for a new shift and additions to existing shifts. The exact distribution is not yet set. Currently, 
the Manhattan Day Unit has 13 staff including supervisors. Early Morning Construction Unit: 6 inspectors, 1 
Supervisor Tuesday to Saturday, 6am – 2p.m. Night Unit 16 including supervisors. Within the night unit, we have 4 
inspectors and 1 supervisor working from 11pm to 7am, Sunday to Thursday. The rest of the unit works Monday to 
Friday, 6p.m. to 2.am. 
 
A new unit is being considered, using some of the new positions that would focus on construction complaints and 
work from 6am to 2pm Sunday to Thursday. The other new positions would augment the shifts that currently address 
construction issues. 
 
Regarding the assessment of performance of our Air & Noise inspectors in relation to after-hours construction noise 
complaints, we would need more specifics on what is being looked for. 
 
In regards to the question of weekend Air & Noise inspection units, yes we have staff working on weekends. 
 
Parks address issues within the Parks, NYCDPR is responsible for noise enforcement inside of Parks, although we do 
work with Parks department on issues at times. 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

See updated agenda document provided by DEP. 
 
Mario of DEP: DEP responsible for water quality, there's no lead in pipes. It's up to property owner to make sure 



water quality complies with state and federal standards. For schools and parks, it's up to DOE and Parks Department 
to make sure water is free of contaminants. 

FOLLOW-UP: 

Susan Stetzer (CB3): Still want to work directly with DEP regarding enforcement and noise violations. 
 
Susan Stetzer (CB3): Can't there be more DEP staff with noise level meters, etc? Geri of DEP: Please let us know in 
advance of event, and we can have more DEP staff on site. We need to know the event is happening and there is 
expected increased noise. Summons issued for non-compliance. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 4 : Idling Laws 

What is the total dollar amount of fines for idling issued in FY 2019 and FY 2018, and how many summonses does 
that represent? 

 

AGENCY RESPONSE: 

For FY 17, 206 summons were issued. 206 x 350 =$ 72,100. 
 
If there is a question is how much was actually collected/paid for idling summons, this information needs to come 
from OATH. 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

FY17 figures are the most recent data. No data for FY18 and FY19 yet. 

FOLLOW-UP: 

Humberto: There are air quality complaints broken down by borough in packets. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 5 : Water/Sewer Operations 

Since DEP’s water/sewer-related operations and capital program are funded by water and sewer rate money, and 
therefore are not considered in the budget consultation process, what budget priorities would DEP like for CBs to 
help them advocate for during the FY 2020 budget process? 

 

AGENCY RESPONSE: 

DEP's Environmental Compliance Units, including Air & Noise and Asbestos Control, continue to be funded by City tax 
levy funds, and DEP would appreciate the Community Boards' continued support for the funding for these units. 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

N/A 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 6 : Programmatic Catch Basin Cleaning Program 

At last year's budget consultation, we asked about the Programmatic Catch basin cleaning program for FY 2018 and 
FY 2019. DEP responded that “LL48/15 is an amendment to Section 24-5030 of the Administrative Code of the City of 
New York, which requires all 150,000 catch basins within DEP's jurisdiction to be inspected annually and catch basins 



to be unclogged or repaired within nine days of inspection or receipt of a complaint about a clogged or 
malfunctioning catch basin. The requirements of 24-5030 are effective for a three year period beginning July 1, 2016 
and ending June 30, 2019. Prior to LL48/15, DEP inspected catch basins on a three-year programmatic cycle. This new 
law has required DEP to acquire additional resources and staff in order to accelerate the inspection cycle from once 
every three years to once a year.”  
 
Has the law that requires yearly inspection been renewed? Or are inspections back to a triennial cycle? 

 

AGENCY RESPONSE: 

The policy of yearly inspection of catch basins continues. 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

Mario of DEP: Will continue to clean catch basins on yearly basis regardless of law. 

FOLLOW-UP: 

 

AGENDA ITEM 7 : Closure Codes 

Has DEP resolved why their closure codes are not properly reflected in Open Data? If now, when do you anticipate 
resolving the disconnect? 

 

AGENCY RESPONSE: 

This issue has been resolved by DEP's Operational Bureaus and by our IT office. 

 

MEETING NOTES: 

COMMENTS: 

N/A 

FOLLOW-UP: 
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